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| FT, is a troubleſome thing to be aflicted with 
diſeaſes ; but the ſick eaſily bear that W 
while there is any bop of a cure. 


But while hey ict, after the uſs- of 
many medi rather worſe, e * 
& more cruel than death 


diſorder oft 
itſelf, k 


For the ſick, who are afflicted with ſuch con- 2 Sg | 
tinued miſery, hourly pray for an end of their _ MM} 
lives, a | 


© The pains then beſtowed upon the cure of - 
ſuch grievous diſeaſes, and on diſcovering new | _ 
and efficacious remedies, is highly uſchil to 
For this purpoſe. the plants called Poiſonous © * 
"pranik much, 1 
That is plainly demonſtrated by the ape; 
ments on Thoxn-APPLe, HENBANE, and 


AcowiTe, or or MoxK$8100Dp, related in theſe 
few Pages. Yom. . 


_@ PREFACE. 
the ſpecific virtue of theſe plants is certainly de- 


be given with ſafety 


A 
„ 


But I would not be ſuppoſed to think, that 


termined by theſe few trials ; for I was ſtill very 
much employed in learning, firſt, how they might 
; and then to point out, in 
what diſcaſes ** are febez 
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In cho mean time I am well alfred; that, 
Shao folows my method i in N the trial, 
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8 my ſtation at Court, two years ago, ehuired that 

I ſhould' ſpend the ſummer at Hetzendorf, and! 

take care of the Imperial Family reſiding at that 

place, I very often, on a morning or evening, walked 

out to the neighbouring Ws, in ſearch of plan Ew 
grow in thoſe places. 0; 

I confiderec not ſo mul tenet charaQers, as 
barely, what uſe, each pM I knew, might be of; what 
diſtemper it might be adminiſtered in by Phyſicians, 
and what effects it had produced. 

for the moſt part met with ſuch plants as are ex- 
tremely well known, and generally uſed in medicine, and 
approved of by a long experience, and an immemorial 
practice. + 11263 
But in the months of June, July, and Auguſt, I 6b] 
ſerved about the Imperial Garden at Hetzendorf,” and in 
the neighbourhood of Schonbrun, Pentzing, and Hit 
zing, great plenty of T, horn-apple growing, and ava. 
well. 

Stramonium * is the officinal name of this plant ; j 1 
botanical names are, Datura pericarpiis ſpinofis,' wing 
obatis; Linn. Species Plant. p p. 179. 

Solanum fætidum, pomo ſpinoſo ge fore alts 1 
fundibuliformi. C. Bauhin. Pin. p. 1 | 
I well know, that this plant is altogether. diſuſed in 
Phyſick, and deſcribed by * as highly novo 
both to man and beaſt. w 1 
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2 Of Tnuonn-ArPLE. my 

But at the ſame time, I am not unacquaintefl with 
what was heretofore written concerning the uſe of Hem- 
lock, as being unanimoufly- pronounced a plant of a 
highly deleterious quality. 

All which was-aftetwards found, and proved by re- 
peared trials, to be falſe and groundleſs. ? \ 

For, a medicine is procured from it, which is admi- 
niſtered with ſafety. to patients, and very often, . 
effectual. 00 = 

After I had frequently revalved theſe things in my | 
own mind, I at. length deter ed to gather ſome Thorn- 
apple, and to bring it to a N teſt. 

] was in the firſt Un BS whether what Botaniſts 
had written about this ant, Wuld be depended on. 

In ſome of whom we te. that if it i but ſmelt to, jt 
mntoxicates. ; 

The experiment was therefore 5f a dangerous nature : 
but this did not at all daunt me; I boldly proceeded. . | 

On the twenty-third of June, 1760, I went out very 
early on a morning, faſting, in ſearch of this plant, and 


1. gathered a great deal of it. 


: I ſtrongly rubbed the leaves and ſtalk between my 


Angers, and often ſmelled to them: I indeed perceived 


4 rank, diſa recable, nauſeous ſmell, but obſerved 


| nothing i intoxicating, or inebriating. 


This gave me gteat pleaſure, and emboldened me to 
o on with the experiment. 

On the third day after, 1 cauſed. a large quantity of 
this plant to be brought to 57 

And I ſhred it ſwall myſel (throwing away only the 
root,) then beat it in 2 Marble: ; Mortar, and expreſſed 
the juice. 

= ſenſible of no W 1 it; as little was 
my ſervant, who aſſiſted me, tho” I often and earneſtly 
aſked him. 

After I had done, I made a hearty ſupper, Nept ſound 
all that night, in the ſame room in which all this was 
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won, dull, heavy pain in my head: in other reſpects I 
; was briſk, calm; and fit for buſineſs. | 


mity to me than death i 
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On waking in the morning, I. peceine an once 


After breakfaſt, | this. dull, heavy pain in my head, 


went alſo off. 


From the ſhred plant I expreſſed eight pounds of | 


juice, which I evaporated to the conſiſtence of an ex- 


tract, on a ſlow fire, in a glazed earthen veſſel, often 
ſtirring with a wooden ſpatula, to prevent its burning. 
A very diſagreeable vapour aroſe from it, but wich- 


out cauſing any diſorder in my head, or my ſervant's, 
who was employed with me in the operation. 


The extract coagulated in a cool place, to a black, 


Ffriable maſs, which n with W oblong, | 
- faline ſpiculæ. 


laid a grain and a half. of this . on my tongue, 


and: on perceiving no difgrder by it, I. ſtrongly preſſed it 


againſt the roof of my mouth, and by often rolling it 
about with my tongue, at laſt, diſſol ved i 36.348 
I then perceived ſo diſagreeable-and nauſeous a taſte, 
that I ſhould have directly thrown it out, had not my 
fondneſs to go on with the experiment, reſtrained me. 
When diſfolved, I at length ſwallowedd it t down. | 
For a quarter of an hour after, a diſagreeable rank 


taſte remained in my mouth, which r went off, 


of itſel f. 

After taking it down, I neither ate, nor drank, for 
three whole hours, in order to obſerve the iſſue. 

But notwithſtanding all my attention, I felt nothing 
extraordinary; I was as well that day as ever; without 
either my memory or Judgment bing in the leaſt diſor- 
dered, or affected. | 

This cireumſtance gave me very great pleaſure. | 

I own, indeed, at firſt I was apprehenſive, leſt what 
Authors have remarked concerning this plant, ſhould 
happen to be my own caſe. 

For, loſs of judgment * a more grievous cala- 
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But after making the firſt experiment on myſelf, and 


_ . perceiving no manner of diſorder, either on that day, or 
- onthe following days, I concluded, that extract of 


Thorn-apple might be ſafely a adminiſtred to patients in a 


ſmall doſe. 


We happened at that time to have to do with 


2 diſorder, or caſe, wherein it might be ſuppoſed to 


anſwer; and patients, to whom it might prove of ſervice. 


I then again conſulted both ancient and modern 


Writers; but to no purpoſe.” For all of them unani- 


mouſly write, that Thorn-apple diſorders the mind, cauſes 


madneſs, deſtroys our ideas and memory, and occaſions 


convulſions. - 

Theſe are all very y bad effects, and which diſſuaded 
me from the internal uſe of Thorn- apple. 

However, I thence formed the following query : If 


Thorn- apple, by diſordering the mind, cauſes madneſs in 


found perſons; may we not try, whether by diſturbing and 


' changing the ideas and common ſenſory, it might not bring 
. the inſane, and perſons bereft of their reaſon, to ſanity or 


founaneſs of mind; and by a contrary motion remove con- 


. vulſions in the convulſed ? 


This notion was, indeed, far. fetched, yet it was not 


without ſorne good ſucceſs. 
8 The 4. IEEE or caſes, are as follow: 
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A Girl, of vides years old, was difordered in ; 

mind for two months; ; anſwered confuſedly when 
aſkeed any queſtion, and what words ſhe uttered the 
could. not perfectly articulate. | 

She wäs ſullen and refractory, and neither by fair 

nor by foul means could be brought to her duty. 

The medicines that were tried proved ineffectual; 
half a grain, therefore, of extract of Thorn-apple was 
adminiſtered in the morning (in the form of apill,) and 
repeated at night in the ſame doſe, drinking upon it 
ach time 2 ſmall cup- full of veal-broth, or an infuſion 
of tea. | 
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For fourteen" days ho alteration was obterved 1 in the 
patient, by the uſe of this extract. 
But after the third week ſhe began to be leſs ſullen, 


returned mdbre pertinent anſwers, and ſpoke diſtinctly 


enough. N 
In rwo months time, always continuing the uſe of 


the ſame medicine, but increaſing its doſe (as ſhe took 


for the ſecond month the pill of half a grain thrice a day,) 
ſhe began to reaſon èxtremely well, and ſaid her morn- 
ing and evening prayers (which before ſhe could not) 


with a clear and diſtinct voice, gained a good memory, 


and gradually recovered her underſtanding. 
From theſe circumſtatices I came to be convinced, 


| 1 extract of IJ Horn- apple may with ſafety be adimini- 


* 


| did not riſe out of bed, and ſoon, er fell aſleep agaln. 


ſtered, and for a long time with good effect. 


„ 


| A Woman of about torty, having for two years bien 


afflicted with a v2r2igo, could find no relief by any 
medicines. 
She came gradually to be diſordered in her mind, arid 
a degree of madneſs accompanied her vertigo. 
She was then carried to our hoſpital, 


The medicines that were preſcribed gave her no man- ; 


ner of relief. 
She began to be raving and baten roſe up out of 


bed in the night, and by her bawling diſturbed and 


frightened the other patients, ſome of whom the would 
forcibly pull out of bed. 

In this condition I adminiſtered to her, morning and 
evening, half a grain of extract of T, horn-apple. 

The firſt day ſhe directly became more compoſed, 
but in the night turned as furious as ever. 

The third « day I gave her one graiti of the extract in 
the morning; and another at night. 

All the ſymptoms became thereby milder, 

The. patient bawleg out, indeed, in the night, but 
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On the fourth ſhe began to give more pertinent an- 
fwers, but ſoon fell again into her old raving fits. 

Her days and nights were then calm and quiet enough. 

On the eighth I gave her, thrice a day, one grain of 
extract of Thorn-apple. . 

This doſe was continued till the fourth week; at this 
time all her fury was laid, her madneſs went off, her 
ſound mind, ſpeech, and judgment returned, and ſhe 
ſlept the whole night as ſound as her fellow patients. 

She gave very pertinent anſwers, ate heartily, and 
even to a degree of voracity ; her ſtrength was good, 
and ſhe walked about the room and abroad in the open air. 

Let the vertigo frequently and ſuddenly returned 
upon her, as it had done before ſhe uſed this medicine, 
and at times with ſuch violence as to make her fall down 
as in an apoplectic fit: ſhe, however, always retained 
preſence of mind. 

It was enough for my purpoſe that extract of Thorn- 


apple cured madneſs; and upon obſerving that the ver- 


tigo was not thereby removed, I forbore its farther uſe. 

[ again tried ſeveral things in order to remove the 
vertigo, but to no purpoſe. 

She lived five months in all in the hoſpital ; all her 
funCtions of mind were good and ſound, but the vertigo 
turned gradually ſtronger, and the firs of it became 
more frequent. | | 

If the patient ſat upright in bed ſhe was free of her 
diſorder ; bur if ſhe lay with her head a little lower, or 
moved her body, directly a dimneſs, vertigo, and 
anxiety, came upon her, | 

Her ſtrength gradually diminiſhed, and at length a 
true apoplexy and ſudden death ſucceeded. 

After diſſecting her, we found all the veins of the 
brain varicoſe ; the /inus falciformis, in its anterior part, 
for an inch and a half in length, turned bony ; the two 
anterior ventricles of the brain preternaturally diftend- 
ed, and replete with many hydatides of different ſizes 
cy and ſhapes, 5 | 

All 
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Of THORN-APPLE. 7 


All the viſcera in the reſt of the body were in a very 


ſound ſtate. 
From theſe diſcoveries, made after her Sth it ap- 


pears, that the vertigo of this patient was an incurable 
diſeaſe. 


For what Phyſician, did he ever ſo well know the 
true cauſe of this diſorder, could pretend to remove the 


bydatides, or reſtore the bony ſinus to its natural ſoftneſs ? 


It ſufficeth, that by the uſe of Thorn- apple her rage 
was laid, and her madneſs cured, and that it produced 
no bad ſymptom. 


E. 


true epilepſy, every third or fourth week, that after 
every fit he remained weak, out of his mind, and mad 
for ſeveral days together. 

He happened to be ſeized with an acute putrid fever, 
and then he was brought to our hoſpital. 


Peaſant, of thirty-two years, was from a child fo 
violently afflicted with frightful convulſions, and a 


Aſter being fourteen days in the hoſpital, he began to : 


grow better. , 
At the end of the third week, as he wanted to quit 


the hoſpital, he was ſeized with a convulſion, and a vio- 


lent fit of an epilepſy, which held him for three hours. 

After the fit was over, he had a delirium with a fever, 
and his ſtrength was quite gone. 

l adminiſtred the following emulſion : 

Take camphire fifteen grains, melon-ſeeds and ſweet 
almonds an ounce and a half of each; make an emulſion 
with a decoction of barley ; to two pounds of which, 
after ſtraining, add ſyrup*of diacodium and ſyrup of 
mint, of each one oynce : mix, and let the patient take 
every other hour two ſpoonfuls. 

In twenty-four hours he recovered his ſtrength, 
and fat upright in bed, and had no longer any tremor in 
his hands; but yet the delirium was not gone off, 

On the third day he turned voracious, and would 

violently 


, 
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violently inatch the ſood from the other patients, and 
very greedily Cevour what was given him. | 

A cegree of rage alternately accompanied the avlirjazd 

On the fo >urch, in the morning, I began to give him 
a pill (of one grain) of extract of 7. bern-opple, which. 4 
repeated at nicht. 

He had a quict night. 

On the fifth no rage was obſervable, but yet he was 
ſtill quite out of his ſenſes, nor did he give any perti- 
nent anſwers. | 

However, he was tractable in every reſpect, neither 
did he ſo greedily devour what was offered him, nor 
were his looks any longer ſo vild and frantick. 

On the 6th, I continued the ſame doſe, and the 
17 7 mptoms in like manner were the ſame. 

The ſame thing was obſervable on the ſeventh day. 

Neither was there any alteration on the eighth day. 

On the math J gave, at three ditderent times, one pill 
of one grain. 

This day the patient was very Ss: and'in the 
afternoon Nept ſeveral hours. 

His mind was ſtill difordered ; yet he ſlept very well 
and found every night. 

On the tenth, he often anſwered pertinently, and com- 
plained of being hungry. - 

On the eleventh, Phe walked about the room, 2nd C 

falked with the other patients, but continuing to ſpeak | 
for ſome time, he was again difordered in his mind, and * 
Pole impertinently; ; but a little after, he owned he was 
in the wrong, and then he corrected himſelf, and began 
to talk; rationally, 

On the tv: elfth, ſcarce any thing amiſs was obſervable, 

On the chirteenth, he was extremely well, and faid, 
that his head was never fo free, and his She never 0 
calm and clear; that almoſt all his life long he was in a 
languiſhing ſtate, but now there was an univerſal 
change wrought in him, and he was vigorous and active. 
I» kepr him till in the hoſpital, that I might ſee, 

znether the fit would return at the due time. 
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In the mean time I preſcribed three pills a day, and 
the diet of a perſon in health, 

He had every day a natural ſtool, but diſcharged a 


copious, pale urine. 
All the functions of his mind were free and ſound, 


his ſtrength entire and good, and all his muſcles brawny. 


Abour the beginning of the fourth week, all of a ſud- 
den, he was unexpectedly ſeized with an epileptic fit. 

But it was flight, and laſted not above a quarter of 
an hour. 

Nor did the patient loſe ſtrength thereby, neither 
was he diſcompoſed in his mind. 

This gave me great ſatisfaction, and I made him con- 
tinue the uſe of the ſame pills in the ſame doſe. 

In a few days, finding himſelf extremely well, he 
begged, I might give him a good many of theſe pills, 
to take at home; with a promiſe, directly to return to 
me, if he found but the leaſt diſorder. 

But from that time forth I ſaw him no more. 

As he experienced the good effects of theſe ills, i it 
is probable he would have returned again to the hoſpi- 
tal, had his diſorder recurred upon him. 

 Cassz IV. 
Girl of nine years, was for four weeks aided ſe 
veral times in a day with a oy ſtrong convulſion 
of her whole body. 

The moſt ſkilful Phyſicians nana all their art to the 
utmoſt, to relieve this poor girl. 

And yet the diſorder by no means abated. 

I adviſed to give, morning and evening, half a 22 | 
of extract of Thorx-apple. 

The convulſions were thereby heightened. 

Next day half a grain was again adminiſtred in the 


morning, and as much at night; but the diſorder was 


the more exaſperated. 

And then the uſe of the extract was intermitted for 
Heme days, and at length reſumed again; but the for. 
mer {ſymptoms recurred. 

Wherefore it was neceſſary t to forkienr the uſe of this 


madicine, and to have recourſe to others for this s patients 


C ; CASE 


10 Of TAnORN-Ar PL. 
. C63 8,75 7 
A Young man, of about twenty, was for ſeveral years 
afflicted with a moſt dreadful epilepſy. 

He knew not the cauſe of his diſorder. 

He was uſually taken ſuddenly with a fit, four, five, 
fix, or ſeven times a day, which always laſted for half 
an hour and above. 

His ſtrength was thereby weakened, his mind ſtupi- 
fied, his whole countenance ſad and melancholy. 

No medicine afforded him hitherto any relief. 

I therefore gave him thrice a day half a grain of ex- 
tract of Thorn-apple. 

The patient continued the uſe of this doſe for four 
days, but he obſerved no alteration by it. 

I then gave thrice a day a full grain. 

By which the fits came to be 45 frequent, more mild 
and ſhort. 

His mind came ſenſibly to be more compoſed, his 
countenance more chearful, and his ſpeech more free, 
which before was attended with difficul tyand impediment. 

On the twentieth day, I gave four grains. 

And then the diſtemper — ſo mild, that only a 
light fit or two a day — obſervable. 

His ſtrength enercaſed, and all his ne gra- 
dually diſappeared. 

On the thirtieth, I gave five grains. 


' Onthe chirty-fitſt, only two ſlight fits were bree 
On the thirty-ſecond and thirty-third, the pacing: was 


ye free. n. 
On the thirty- fourth, he had three fs, and much 


15 more violently than on the thirty- firſt. 


On the thirty fifch and thirty-fuxth, the patient found 
hinyelf well, had an appetite, was chearful. _ - 
On the thirty-ſeven th, he was twice ſtrongly convulſed. 


On the thirty- eighth, three ſlight fits were obſervable, 
which laſted only for a moment, aba ann 5 


5 the mind. 
But, in the preceding fn, the memory d a ba. 
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On the thirty-ninth, the patient was free. The ſame 
day I gave him fix grains of extract of Thorn-apple. 

This doſe I ſtill continued for a whole month longer, 
and the patient was'almoſt cured ; but then the medi- 
cine happened to be out, and it was the winter ſeaſon, 
m which none could be prepared. - 

Whence the experiment, which hitherto anſwered ſo 
very well, was neceſſarily broke off. 
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Of HENBAN Ex. 


HIS plant has a thick, rugoſe, naked root, 
dark-coloured withour, and white within ; it has 
p ſott, large, downy, fetid leaves; its ſtalks are two cu- 
. bits high, thick, branchy, and beſet with a thick down; 
its flowers are monopetalous, divided into five obtuſe 


1 ſegments of a yellowiſh colour, with ſome purple veins 
intermixed, &c. It grows about villages, and on the 
q high-ways. 
But yet moſt authors forbid the internal uſe of it. 
A. There are ſome compoſitions in the Diſpenſatory, in 
* which the extract of this herb is an ingredient. 
* But ſo ſmall a portion goes to a doſe, that it can have 
no manner of effect. 
h I therefore reſolved to try what the extract alone 
G3 would produce in the human body. 
d A inſpiſſared the juice, expreſſed from the freſh plant 
(without the root, ) to the conſiſtence of an e over 
« 1 gentle fire. 
8 5 | . In German, Doll traut. 
DN In French, de la Hanebane. 
CEOS = | Hyoſciamus Oe. 
A- H vyoſciamus foliis amplexicaulibus. | 
. Hyoſciamus Mar R. omnium. Le 
2n - Hyoſciamus niger, 8. Apollinaris herba. Altercum Arabum. Lon, 
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I made the firſt experiment on a middling dog, by put- 


ting down his throat a bolus of ten grains of this extract. 

I obſerved no manner of alteration in the dog; he ran 
about briſkly, and ſwallowed with a goed appetite what 
was given him. SIE 

On the third day I gave the ſame dog twenty grains 
with a piece of fleſh, Þ 
And neither did any ſymptom appear from it. 

On the ſixth I forced down the ſtomach of the ſame 
dog two drachms of this extract. 
He turned timorous for a few minutes, and then 
lapped a great deal of water, and ſwallowed the fleſh 
that was thrown him. - 

In about half an hour he fell into a languor, kept 
his eyes open, and his pupil very much dilated ; he ſtag- 
gered as he walked, ſtumbled againſt every thing in his 

way, and almoſt loſt his fight. 
Then he laid himſelf to ſleep. 

He ſhewed anxiety in his ſleep, and the pit of the 
ſtomach was very often violently drawn in. 

In about two hours he began to caſt up all he had 
ſwallowed, and when he ſtood he trembled, and was 
very weak, | 

After vomiting three times, he had five ſtools. 

The fæces were liquid, duſkiſh, in great quantity, 
and very fetid. 

His eyes continued immoveable, and the pupil very 
much dilated, and his ſight ſeemed to be almoſt gone: 
Then the dog began to ſleep again, the ſpaſms about 


the pit of the ſtomach abated, and gradually ceaſed al- 


together. 5 
He ſlept for four hours, and lay very ſtill, nor did 
his limbs quiver as they uſed to do a little before. 
After ſleeping, his eyes came to their natural ſtate, 
and he could very well diſtinguiſh objects by ſight; his 
ſtrength was good; he was briſk, and ſwallowed bread 
and fleſh with a good appetite. ' 


I ſtill kept this dog for ſeveral weeks longer, in all 


which time he was healthy, watchful, and briſk, +" 


From 


| Of HENBANKG 13 


From this I ſaw, that extract of Henbane, given in a 


| ſmall doſe, cannot be noxious, but given in a large 


quantity, may cauſe diſorders and anxieties. 

I therefore took every day, in the morning faſting, 
for a week, one grain, 7 

I found myſelf as well as ever, and ſound, and ne- 
ver obſerved any alteration in my fight, 4 

For this ſymptom in the dog raiſed a ſuſpicion in me. 

But in the days on which I took it, J had a more open 
belly, and a far better appetite. | 

After making the trial for a week without any detri- 
ment, I imagined it might be adminiſtered to patients. 

But yet only in thoſe cafes in which other medicines 
ſhould prove of no ſervice. 

In a ſhort time the following caſe offered, 


r | 
A Woman, of thirty-ſeven years of age, had for more 
than a year been almoſt daily afflicted with fearful 
convulſions. | Y 

But theſe convulſions were by no means all over her 
body, but wandering, at one time taking the breaſt, then 
the belly, again the feet, and then the arms, &c, 

The patient ſuffered great pain, her ſtrength and ap- 
petite were almoſt quite gone, nor could ſhe ever ſleepy 
at times ſhe threw up a great deal of bile of an erugi- 
nous caſt. | 

And. while the convulſions ſeized the lower belly, the 
ſphincter of the anus was ſo ſtrongly contracted, that a 
clyſter-pipe could on no account be introduced; and 
then ſhe had a ſtrangury, attended with a continual and 
highly painful teneſmus. | +; 

Medicines, recommended both by ancients and mo- 
derns, and proved by numerous experiments to be 
in convulſions, were without any efficacy on this patient. 
Opium alone, and that in à large doſe, abated the 
paroxyſms, lulled the pains, and at length ſtilled the 


convulſive motions of the nerves, but yet prevented not 
a ſpeedy return; beſides, it brought on coſtiveneſs, and + 


that to a degree that clyſters could bring nothing away, 
* 1 Wo * __ 
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The known medicines being therefore employed in 
vain on this patient, I adminiſtered extract of Heubane. 


The patient took one grain in the morning, a ſecond 


an hour before dinner, and a third at night. 

In four days time ſhe obſerved her appetite to return, 
her belly more open, and the paroxyſms no longer to 
rage with that violence. 

1 therefore increaſed the doſe, and exhibited thrice a 
day two grains of extract of Henbane. 

After which ſhe was free for ſeven days from any 
convulſion, tad an appetite, and plentiful ſtools, of a 
proper conſiſtence, with quiet and refreſhing ſleep. 

On the 8th day ſhe had flight twitchings in her belly 
and feet, but they were ſoon ſuppreſſed by opium. 

I then gave nine grains a day of this extract, by which 
the belly was quite open, and the appetite in a tolerable 
good ſtate. 

J continued this doſe for two months, and as no ſign 
of conrullion appeared, I torbore its further uſe, 


C-4 8-2-3. 


A Young woman of twenty-four had for five weeks a 
convulſive tremor in her right foot, and therefore 
could neither lie ſtill, nor ſit, much leſs walk. 

After trying ſeveral remedies, I at length gave, morn- 
ing and evening, one grain of extract of Henbane. 

On the fifth day, I began to give thrice a day one grain. 

And in a few days the tremor abated, and in threc 
weeks time the diſorder went quite off. 

The patient, by uſing the pills, had daily copious 
ſtools; but before, only once in two or three days, 
!tools of a hard conſiſtence, which ſhe diſcharged with 
much ſtraining. 

There was alſo obſerved a change of colour in her 
urine, which had always before been Jimpid, watry, and 
inodorous; but by uſin;; the pills, turned of its natural 
colour; or ſometimes from red to duſkiſh, wy then a 
thick, ſizy cloud ſettled to the bottom of the 

But what deſerves attention, i, that this a al- 


ways 
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ways in half an hour after taking the pill, began to feel 


a chillineſs and ſhuddering all over her body, with 


anxieties, a cold ſweat, weakneſs of ſight, and a ſenſe of 
a beginning fainting⸗ fit. 

But theſe ſymptoms laſted not above two or three 
minutes, and then the patient was well again, without 
loſs of ſtrength, and with an abatement of the diſorder 
in her foot; I therefore continued the uſe of this rexiedys 
yet without encreaſing the doſe. 

By this means ſhe was entirely cured, 


er tt NL 


Ji like manner adminiſtred extract of Henbane, gra- 
dually encreaſing the doſe, till at length it came to 
twelve grains a day, to a man upwards of ſixty, who 
for half a year was afflicted with involuntary twitchin 
of the tendons of both feet, and who hitherto found no 
relief from any medicine. ä 
He obſerved himſelf to be more chearful by the uſe 
of it; but the diſeaſe remained in the ſame condition, 
though the remedy was continued for a long tine. 
But it is to be noted, that this diſorder was owing to 
a contuſion of the vertebræ of the loins. 
Nor had I any hopes of relieving this patient by theſe 
pills ; but as ſo many medicines employed proved, in- 
effectual, I wanted to exhibit alſo this, being ſatisfied 
that bi it did him no harm. 15 


| Cas z IV. 


A Young woman of fifteen was greatly afflicted with 

a chronical palpitation of the heart, nor could ſhe 
move her body without the greateſt anxiety, or appre« 
henſion of ſuffocation or ſwooning. 

Whatever re nedies, though the moſt be in 
this diſtempei, were exhibited, they rather tee 
the diſorders, and afforded no manner of relief. : 
I therefore gave one grain of extract of Henbane in 
the morning, and another at night. | 

he diſorder thereby abated in a ſhort time, a the 
patient could with far greater freedom move-her r 15 
| then 
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chen gave thrice a day one grain of chis medicine, 


and in eighteen days the diſorder went quite off. 


The patient, before the uſe of theſe pills, was every 


morning afflicted with an unquenchable thirſt; but the 


thirſt went off, after the palpiration of the heart was af- 
ſwaged. 

The too frequent diſcharge of urine went alſo off ; 
for the patient, before this, diſcharged almoſt { voy hour. 
a copious and very limpid urine. 

Her appetite alſo was better. | 

I wanted ſeveral times to encreaſe the doſe for this 
patient, and give each time two grains. | 

But ſhe could not bear this quantity ; for, as often as 
ſhe took two grains, ſo often ſhe had colick pains ; but 
which were neither very ſevere, nor of long continuance. 

E 


| A Man of about thirty, from the effect of ſome paſſion, 


fell into a ſtate of melancholy, which gradually en- 
creaſed, and at lalt turned to a true madneſs. 


His appetite was quite gone, his nights were reltles, 
he had'almoſt continually a delirium attended with. timo- 
rouſneſs, his ſtrength abaced,. and he felt frequent ſhud- 
derings and rigors in the Fact which he complained 
in his lucid intervals. | 

A vein was ſeveral times qpenec : whenever 3 came 
to be plethorick ; purgatives and other remedies were 
exhibited, yet without any alteration for the better. 

Nay, the diſorder became more obſtinate. 

Pafegoricks und opiates, tho exhibited in large doſes, 
coſe no ſteep i his nights were thereby rendered more 


reſtleſs, his mind full of anxiety, and then a fever came on. 


J therefore determined to uſe extract of Henbane. 
le xhibited directly thrice a day, one grain of this extract. 


-The firſt night proved now more calm, and the day | 


following his appetite was 
On che third, day the patient bole ſix grains. 


And then his ſhudderings and rigors ceaſed, hich 


roſe up to his head along the ſpine, and increaſed the 
5 * a enueß. | 
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The delirium was then alſo milder, and his belly, 
which before was coſtive and very hard, became open, 
the ſtools of a proper conſiſtence and "copious, two or 
three times a-day. 

On the ſixth I gave nine grains. 

In ten days time the patient ſeemed to be almoſt re- 
covered. 1 
And then, — 4 my knowledge, he left off the af . 
of the pills, and ſoon after the diſtemper turned worſe. 

Then he perceived and owned, what great relief he 
had by theſe pills, and therefore directly began to take 
them again. 

For upwards of three weeks he continued raking daily | 
fifteen grains of this extract. 

. Then: he got well, and could again go about his buſineſs 

Cas E. VL 
A Man of thirty-three, for ſeveral weeks diſcharged a 
ſpittle, mixed with bloody ſtreaks, and was teazed 


with a very tickling cough, and with anxiety in the night. 


I was at great pains to cure this diſorder, and one day 
it-ſeemed to abate, but another day the former ſcene e- 
turned again. 


I chen exhibited one grain of the extract of Henbine : 2 


in the morning, and another at night. 


The nights proved far more quiet, and the patient 
ſurmiſed he had taken opium. 8 
On the ſecond day his. rocky ſpire was diminiſhed, i 


and the night again was calm. 


On the third, I exhibited, at three ſeveral times, one 
in of this extract. 422 
And then all the blood in the ſpittle diſappeared; and 
directly a yellowiſh, well concocted matter was on : 
charged, and his breaſt became much freertr. 
I chen encreaſed the doſe, and on the fixth day I ex- 
hibited nine grains; namely, three in the morning, m_ 


about noon, and the reſt at night. 


This doſe was continued for four weeks. N 


Then a well concocted ſpittle was Gehaged. his i 
. with ſtools of a 
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conſiſtence three or four times a-day, and the 
patient s ſtrength returned. 


And becauſe after this the cough was almoſt quite 
gone, and the patient well. I 1 the uſe of the pills 
any longer. 

Ar 
A Gentlewoman of forty-ſeven, from a violent fir of 
paſſion fell into an b,meproe, or ſpitting of blood. 

After employing veneſection, and ſeveral remedies, 
according to the indication, the diſcharge was, indeed, 
leſſened, yet the ſpittle fill continued to be tinged with 
much blood. 

Aſtringents, opiates, incraſſating medicines, &c. re- 
ſtrained the ſpitting, and checked the cough; but pro- 
daced anxieties in the breaſt, with a fever and delirium. 

Nor did they relieve the diſorder; for in a ſhort time 
after there was again a greater diſcharge of blood cauſed 
by 2 very violent cou 

I made trial of the extract of Henbaxe, and gave one 
grain three times a-day. 

On the ſame day I obſerved the pine to have rs 
blood, and the patient felt her breaſt relieved. + 

But yer in the night rhe tickling and teazing cough 
was to be laid with opium. 

The day after the ſame doſe of pills-was corinugd 3 


and then the ſpittle was ſizy, yellowiſh, with only ” 


few ſtreaks or ſmall ſpots of blood. 
On the third day two rains of the extract were exhi- 
three times. | 


And thereby ſhe got an appetite, hee belly, which hes 


fore was coſtiye and hard, now became open without 
any effort or ſtraining, _ ſhe hangs: much _ 
matter. 

There was no 2 any blood found in the ſpittle, 
which was copious and well a 2 her anti 
increaſe 

On the ſeventh I now exhibited nine grains 2-day, 
the; ſpittle was freely diſcharged z nor did the patient any 


longer 8 thoſe lee which, before'the uſe of * 
pil 85 
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pills, ſo often contracted the breaſt and throat as to giye 
an apprehenſion of ſuffocation 

On the eleventh and twelfth the patient obſerved al- 
ways, in a quarter of an hour after taking the pills, a 
Night colic pain to ariſe, and then ſhe had a ſtool, with 
a copious diſcharge of a ſizy matter, very much reſem- 
bling that which was diſcharged by ſpittle. 

And hence the patient complained of weakneſs ; on 
which account I adviſed to intermit the uſe of the pills 
for ſome days. 

But I then obſerved, that her appetite went off, and 
that in a few days ſhe felt anxiety or ſtraitneſs of breaſt, 
and that ſhe did not go to ſtool in the due tige. 

She therefore begged the pills might be again admi- 


niſtered. 


She now takes, and has done, for three weeks run- 


ning, three grains a day; has got an appetite, and 


{leeps well; her excretions are regular, and her ſtrength 
reſtored, | 


Ca s's VIII. 


A Man of thirty, became, from a fit of paſſion and 

ſudden fear, fo melancholy and timorous, as to hide 
himſelf in every corner, and even to dread and run 
away from flies. 

At the fame time he was like a dumb EL eg + iy 
neither by fair promiſes, nor by ſevere threatnings of 
blows, could a word be got out of him. 

His appetite was quite gone, he had no ſleep, , his 
ſtrength decreaſed, he ſeemed as one out of his ſenſes, 
and altogether unfit for any thing, and to have lefs rea. 
ſon than a brute. 

Phlebotomy, and ſeveral other remedies employed, 


| heightened rather the diforder. 


Nor wete diverſions, of which he was formerly very 
fond, of any uſe. To threaten him with blows, brought 
on ſuch a degree of puſillanimity, as to give apprehen- 
ſion of convulſions, or ſome other diſorger. | 

But upon giving extract - Henbane, he immedatey, 

2 e 
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the ſecond night, began to ſleep quiet, and his eyes _— 


eountenance were far more calm. 


In a week's time, his fear abated much, for he no 
longer ſought to get into corners to hide himſelf, nor 


ſhunned the converſe of men, but yet he uttered not a 
word, 

The third week after, he ſet about his buſineſs again, 
which required great attention, in a proper manner. 

In about a month he made proper anſwers, but yet, 
by himſelf alone, would ſpeak to no body. 

The ſecond month he began to jeſt and talk, and now 
he ſeems to be quite well. 

At firſt, one grain of extract of Henbane was admi- 
niſtred thrice a day; on the fourth, ſix grains, and 
thus every third or fourth day the doſe was encreaſed, 
till at laſt he took twenty grains a day. 

The very learned Dr. Colin has obſerved the follow- 
ing caſes in our hoſpital, and given in writing the hi- 
tories of the diſeaſe. 


Cas n IX, 


AN NA Maria Kaltenekerin, of thirty years of age, 


was in harſh and threatning words, on the ſecond 
of September, accuſed of theft. 


Whence ſhe became ſo diſordered, as to lie in a con- 
tinual delirium, - about objects of a terrifying nature. 

Nor did ſhe recover out of this delirium, though ſhe 
was declared innocent, and the falſe accuſer had begged 
her pardon. 

On the eleventh of September, bein carried to us, ſhe 
had not a moment's quiet, continual ty calling out, that 
ſhe ſaw the Devil; denying to have been guilty of theft, 


or to have any concern with witches: Then ſhe had a 


tremor all over her body, and ſtruggled with ſuch vio- 
lence to make her eſcape, that ſeveral keepers could not 


hold her in bed; and hence we were obliged to tie her 
down to the bed. 


In the mean time her pulſe and reſpiration ſhifted, ac- 
cording t to the various phantoms which, offered them- 


ſelves. 
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| | felves to her mind; her tongue was extremely 'moiſt, 
her eyes ſtern, grim, and wrathful, and ſhe made an 
involuntary diſcharge of excrements in bed. LD 

We exerted all the powers of the art till the eighteenth 
of September, in order to relieve this wre:ched patient, 
but to no manner of purpoſe, ſhe continuing ſtill in the 
ſame condition; and upon giving two grains of pure 
opium in one doſe, we could ſcarce procure her 4 
nap, from which awaking, ſhe toſſed and tumbled worſe 


than ever. | D ä 
6 I then gave her extract of Henlane. 2 
. For the firſt three days ſhe took two pills, by which 
I the patient ſeemed. to be calmer; then ſhe took three 
d pills a- day; namely, one in the morning, another about 
5 noon, and the third at night. 5 
: By theſe means her calm of mind gradually returned. 
1 About the end of October, being perfectly recovered, 


i= ſhe left the hoſpital, | 
| On the eleventh of OZober ſhe was ſeen by the Ho- 
nourable Preſident, and by other perſons of diſtinction. 


e, | Cas 2X; 3 
* T HERESIA Liedmayer, of eighteen years of age, 
| came to our hoſpital the ſixteenth of July, after ſeve- 
n- ral fits of an epilepſy. | FERN hs 
And as ſhe never had her menſes, I employed all my 
he ſkill to bring them on, and in the beginning of Auguſt 
ed ſhe had a tolerable good flow for the firſt time, after 
eight epileptic fits in the hoſpital. „ 
he 1 was then in hopes, that after this flowing of the 
nat menſes, ſne would be freed of the epilepſy: but in a few 
ft, days the dreadful diſorder recurred, ſeizing the patient 
1 a almoſt every day, and baffling every remedy that was 
io- adminiſtred. 5 2 | | 
not In the beginning of September, ſhe had again her 
hes menſes in a ſufficient quantity for three days, during 
| which ſhe was convulſed ſeveral times a-day.  _ _ 
ac- At length, about the end of September, her body, 
m- during the fit, was ſo diſtorted every way, that the aſ- 


ſiſtant: 


pe TO w © 
ſiſtants expected every moment, that either her joints or 


back - bone would be broken in pieces by the violence of 


the convulſions. 
It was therefore reſolved to try, what effect the pills 


of extract of Henbane, which proved ſo ſalutary to the 


foregoing patient, might have in this dreadful caſe. 
For the firſt time ſhe took three pills, but with little 
or no relief; the paroxyſms being equally violent; yet [ 
obſerved no diſorder to ariſe from the uſe of the medicine. 
And therefore I gave two pills thrice a-day, each 


weighing a grain, ſo that on the twentieth of Oober 


the diſtemper went off. 

The patient continued the uſe of the pills till the end 
of November, and then being perfectly recovered, ſhe 
. Choſe to remain no longer in the hoſpital. 

1 ſaw her ſeveral times fince, and on the twenty-fourth 
of March ſhe was with me here in the hoſpital in perfect 
health, returning thanks for her recovery. 

Puring the uſe of the pills I was obliged to interpoſe 


now and then a purgative, on account of her coſtiveneſs. 


Cas E-XI. 


2 


having had her menſes for four months before, and 
with a violent head- ach and vertigo of two weeks ſtanding. 

The patient ſeemed very healthful by her looks, had 
her appetite, and a natural ſtool every day; her thirſt 


was no ways preternatural, yet her pulſe felt full and 


quicker every morning, and ſhe could not be any time 
out of bed on account of her vertigo. 

I employed bleeding and other medicines, by which 
her courſes came on as early as the latter end of 4 
with ſome relief to her head. 

I therefore was in hopes, that the patient would be 
ſoon reſtored.t to health but on the third of September, 
about ten in the morning, ſhe began to be ſomewhat 


chilly. in her. extremities: at length ſhe turned hot, firſt 
lo her head, and then the; heat deſcended quite to the 


extremi- 


t 
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LEONORA Gallap, twenty-two years old, came 
to our . hoſpital, the eighteenth of Auguſt, without 
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extremities of the joints; when ſhe began to ſing, and 
as my aſſiſtant came to her, bawled out aloud, and co- 
vered her eyes with a handkerchief, but ſtood in no awe 

of her keeper or nurſe, or of the other women. 

This ſcene continued for the ſpace of two hours, and 
then ſhe ſlept for three hours, being very hot, with a 
ſmall and quick n and in her ſleep ſhe ſweated 
much. | 

On waking ſhe was inſenſible of what had happmice 
before ſhe fell aſleep. | 

On the following day, in the morning, ſhe herſelf 
apprized me, that her caſe was now the ſame as on the 
foregoing day when her paroxyſm began; I therefore 
carefully examined every circumſtance ; ſhe had no pain 
in any part, not even in her head, her reſpiration was 
good, her pulſe unequal and ſomewhat more contracted, 
her eyes were moiſt, her countenance tinged of a roſy 
colour, her tongue "moiſt, but her abdomen was tenſe 
without the leaſt pain. 

In half an hour after ſhe was hot all over her pl 
and now ſhe dreaded the ſight of a man; yet ſhe ſeem- 
ed chearful, laughed often, and in a little time ſung 
. ſeyeral love-ſongs : At length, after ſpeaking in a rav- 
ing manner about ſeveral things, ſhe fell aſleep. Her 
pulſe was then free, full, quick, ſometimes unequal; her 
reſpiration difficult, and her abdomen then no ways 
tenſe. Awaking an hour after, her pulſe was 1 
but ſhe knew not what ſhe had done before ſne fell aſleep, 

I gave her a very diſſolving decoction of graſs, which 
ſhe uſed for ſix days; in which time ſhe had every day 
a fit, ſometimes once, ſometimes twice. . 

Her head was much weakened by theſe fits, and af: _ 
terwards vertiginous ; I therefore preſcribed the bark; 
two ounces and a half of which being taken in four 
days in ſubſtance, produced not the leaſt alteration. 

When I found cha the bark had no effect, I pre- 
ſcribed a decoction of orange · leaves, which ſhe alſo uſed 
for a week, but without any alteration for the better. 
Then I adminiſtred largely the uſual anti- hyſterics 
7 With 


24 Of Hens 4 N E. 

with laudanum, and applied an aromatic plaiſter, mixed 
up with laudanum and oil of mint, to the abdomen ; 
by which the paroxyſms came to be leſs frequent. 

But when they recurred, they laſted the longer, and 
the patient became much weaker after each fit than af-. 
ter the other preceding ones, which were more frequent. 

Yet I continued this method till the ſecond of No- 
vember, in hopes that the diſeaſe would at length yield 
to the medicines, but all in vain ; for the diſorder re- 
curred either every day, or at leaſt every other day. 

1 therefore gave her pills of extract of Henbane, one 

of which ſhe was to take three times a day. 


On that day ſhe had no fir, and that which ha pened 


on the following was mild, and ſhe remained free till 
the eighth of November, on which day the fit was very 
mild and ſhort. 

The patient continued to take the ſame doſe for five 
N and ſhe had no attack of the diſorder ever after, 


yet I kept her ſtill for a long time in the hoſpital, till 


ſhe begged to be diſmiſſed, which I readily ONE ot as 
ſhe was grown both well and ſtrong. 

I ſtill gave her a doſe of the pills, to be taken at rimes, 
On the third of March ſhe came to the hoſpital per- 
fectly well, and ſaid, ſhe had nor had the leaſt diſorder 

upon her ever ſince ſhe left the hoſpital. 


CASE XII. 


| R EGINA Ebrhardt, twenty years old, was, on on the 
twenty-ſeventh of April, brought to the hoſpital; 
as I came to her, her abdomen was, for half an hour, 
continually twitched with a ſtrong convulſion; in the 
fame manner alſo the diaphragm ſeemed to be affected: 
For, of a ſudden, her breaſt was ſtrongly dilated, her 
Tibs heaved, and very quickly ſunk again; at intervals 
ſhe was ſeized with a very violent hiccough, and Riſus 


Sardonifis ; ſhe loſt her voice, and ſwallowed with very 
great difficulty the drink offered her; her pulſe was full, | 


ſtrong, and quick. 
4 directly concluded ſhe muſt be blooded; the Blood 


was 


* 


was-of a good oolour and confiſtence; her reſpiration 
became ſomewhat eaſter. 

I preſcribed for a medicine a ecoling emulſion, with 
3 5 diacodium, and an emollient clyſter ; which 


being retained for an hour, returned with concocted 
fæces; to the region of the ſtomach I applied a ſtoma- 


pure laydanum and camphire, fifteen 
grains of 

Towards night all the ſymptoms gradually reminds 
and from midnight till five in the morning the patient 
ſlept tolerably well. 

In the morning ſhe was very weak, and ſaid, that all 
the fore part of her breaſt and the epigaſtric region felt 
as if bruiſed with ns her pulſe was ſomewhat un- 

Ras < hs: 
"She told me, that for four days, without knowing the 
reaſon of it, ſhe had alternately a difficulty of breathing, 
with anxiety or oppreſſion, but had never ſuch a fit as 
what we had ſeen the preceding day, Inſtead of the 
emulſion ſhe then took an emollient decoction, and again 


chic 2 of emplaſtrum diabot. in a ſufficient 


2 clyſter was injected; the following day and night ſhe | 


paſſed tolerably well. 
But on the thirtieth of April, when 1 came to her in 
the morning, I found her in as bad a ſtate as on the 


| twenty- ſeyenth; yet the fever ſeemed more moderate, 
and ſhe ſwallowed with greater eaſe, I ordered them to 


give her often a little warm broth ; the ſtomachic de- 

fenſative was continued on the ſtomach, and the pariefd 

proceeded i in the uſe of the emollient decoction. 
Moreover, I preſcribed a mixture with one ounce of 


bark, c. to be taken, after the fit, in twenty-four hours. 


She had a reſtleſs night, and on the firſt of May, in 


the morning, complained of great anxiety or oppreſſion; 


and ſaid, that her heart afid breaſt were torn in pieces. 


I ordered a clyſter, and beſides the mixture with the | 


bark, ſhe took a decoction of the root ſalab ( ſalap. 


The following night ſhe ** a — but about four | 


l cy. 
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than the preceding. 

About noon the diſorder went off; but the patient 
was very weak, and began to on another doſe of bark 
in extract. 

In the night ſhe had again a ; ſtronger fit, and there- 


fore, on obſerving that the ſymptoms were heightned by 


the bark, on the third of May I gave two pills of ex- 
tract of Henbane, to be taken thrice a-gay, and Jor- 
dered warm broth to be often given her. 


She had a calmer night, and on the Gage day was 


taken with 4 lighter fit: ſhe continued taking the ſame 
doſe of pills. 

Her belly was open, and ſhe ſlept very well in the night. 
Each pill weighed one grain. 


On the fifth of May, towards evening, ſhe had a fitfor 


two hours ; but was able to ſpeak, and eaſily ſwallowed 
the broth; the convulſive motion was alſo leſs violent. 
An irregular and flight fit only recurred now every 
day, and then every other day, till the fifteenth of May; 
but from that time we obſerved no return of the diſorder, 


She ſtill continued taking the pills till the end of May. 


On the fourth of June ſhe was ſeen, by the Honourable 
mn to he in perfect health. 
Dui ing the whole of the diſtemper, her urine was al- 


ways png andwith a cloud ſinking to tlie W * 
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the fourteenth of June to the hoſpital. 

She ſaid; that for four weeks before, ſhe was afflicted 

3 a contraction of the ſtomach, and difficulty of 

breathing, and that for the laſt fifteen days ſhe 2 

£4. with the utmoſt difficulty. 

The firſt time I ſaw her, ſho was quite emaczated, on 

_ Hi:fatigued by ſwallowing a few ſpoonfuls of, broth 
with bread, as to be ſcarce "ble with much rug line to 

= own. a couple of dude | 0 

n 


in the morning was again taken with a fit more violent 


ULIANA Gruber, twenty-ſeven. years old, came on | | 
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on viewing her throat, no diſorder appeared; her 
pulſe, beſides its inequality, had _ preternatural ; 
her abdomen and hypochonders were ſoft; The had a 
natural ſtool every day, or every other. day ; ; her urine 
was watry ; ſhe had no thirſt, - but lay reſtleſs day and 
night, ſleeping but little. 

Before ſhe was brought to the hoſpital, ſhe had 1 
0 medicines from different perſons, without any 
relie 
I then directly thought of extract of 3 ; yet for 
three days before, I tried what effe&t the uſual nervous 
and antihyſteric medicines might have, and at the ſame 
time wrapped round her neck an emollient cataplaſm, 

But from theſe things ſhe had not the leaſt relief. 

On the eighteenth of June, two pills of extract of 
Henbane were adminiſtred thrice a day. 

On the nineteenth of June ſhe felt relief, and on he 
twenty-ſecond, her ſwallowing was free and eaſy, + 

Yet at times a ſlight difficulty of ſwallowing recurred, 
arid her ſtomach was convulſed. 

From the twenty-third of June ſhe purged three or 
four times a-day, till the fecond of Jah, and then ſhe 
enjoyed very good health. 

Continuing for ſeveral days longer in the hoſpital, 

ſhe had no complaint, and therefore was diſcharged as 
perfectly cured. 

There-are many other perſons, labouring under va- 
rious nervous diſorders, to whom I adminiſter theſe pills 
with good ſucceſs ; but as their cure is not yet completed, 


I reſerve their caſes for another opportunity. 
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Of Monxsnoo. 


HIS Mankſbood, which is called Arenitams; on 

Napellus , with a blue helmet flower, Sc. is 
the Aconitum foliorum laciniis linearibus, ſuperne latioribus, 
linea exaratis, Linn. Spec. Plant. p. 532. 

This plant has hitherto been reckoned amon gft the 
rankeſt poiſons. 

But yet the celebrated Linnæus + ſaw in the north 
part of Sweden the leaves of this herb, boiled in a little 
fat, eaten, without any bad conſequences, by a woman, 
her huſband, two children, and another old woman. 

It hath been generally cultivated in gardens, as an 
ornament, 


I had for ſeveral years thought of trying the virtues 


of this plant, but was at a loſs tor a proper opportunity, 


my neceſſary occupations taking up too muchof my time. 


But theſe being now, in ſome meaſure, better order- 


ed, I found a few moments in which I could apply my- 


| felf to that trial. 

In order 'duly and without prejudice to carry on the 
experiments, I diſregarded every idea I had formerly 
learned from the authors of the Materia Medica, only 
retaining this one, that it was a ſuſpected plant. 

Nature therefore alone pointing out the way, and 


ſimple plain Reaſon being my guide, I made trials as 


follow : 
I reduced to a powder the leaves and ſtalk of the plant. 
A little of this powder I laid on my tongue, and 


+ * In German, Zyen- bitlein. 

In Italian, Napelio. 

- In French, Capp de Moine. 

Ar In Swediſh, Stormbat. 

In Engliſh, Blue Monkſoood, Helmet * and — 
Aconitum Napellus offic. 

Napellus, Mara. Cann. Dop. vulgaris CL us 11. 


+ F Flora Lapon, p. 179. 


thereon 


For r this * I: prepared the — 1 powder 
| 1 TO 5 
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thereon felt a degree of burning heat, which held me 
for ſome time; and momentancous, vague, and lanci- 
nating pains, which often pervaded my tongue, but no 
ill re we enſued; the powder, being left on the 


tongue for two minutes, neither cauſed mee, 


nor brought on a redneſs. 6 
As long as the burning heat remained in my tongue, 


I had a copious flow of ſpittle; in other reſpects no diſ- 
order of any kind was obſervable. 


then ſprinkled this powder on a cancerous, fungous 
ulcer, in order to ſee whether it had a cauſtic, corroding 


| virtue. 


The firſt day a ſlight ſuppuration aroſe, and the pa- 


tient complained neither of pain nor burning heat. 


On the ſecond, third, fourth and fifth days, I obſerv- 


ed the fame thing, nor was the fungous fleſh thereby 


conſumed. 
I therefore could fairly conclude from this, that the 
cauſtic and deleterious virtue of this plant was not ſo 


violent. 


I therefore expreſſed its juice, and at a gentle fire made 
an extract in the uſual manner. 

Which, being laid on the tongue, cauſed only a very 
flight titillation. 

But as I imagined that my tongue, now become ac- 
cuſtomed to ſuch things by a long practice, was not duly 
affected by them, I then put a grain of this extract 
within the lower eye-lid of my right eye. 

Nor was I thereby affected otherwiſe than by any 
other heterogeneous body. 

After I had left it there for two minutes, I had, in- 


deed, a copious flow of tears, but no peculiar burning I 
heat was obſervable. 


I then waſhed it out with pure ny without finding 
any inconvenience from it. | 
After making theſe experiments, I tried what the 
effect of this extract would be when ſwallowed, and 

taken into the body. 
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Take extract of Blue Monkfſhood two EC white 
ſugar two drams. - 

Mix and grind together for a long time, in a marble 1 
mortar, to the fineſt powder. | 

I took ſix grains of this powder in a morning, on an 
Fm ſtomach, carefully obſerving what would be the 
E 

But I obſerved no alteration ; nothing uncommon. ſt 

The ſecond day I took eight grains, nor was I then 

any ways affected. 2 

The caſe was the ſame the third day, when I ſwal- hi 
lowed ten grains. n 

Being hereby more emboldened, I took the fourth We 
morning twenty grains of this powder. 

No bodily function was thereby diſordered ; l only the 


obſerved that my whole body, even to the extremities, ap] 
perſpired more than common, and was moiſt with ſweat rat 
the whole day. , 
On the Eft I again took the ſame doſe, and obſery-. hin 

ed the ſame thing as I did on the fourth. a p- 
On the ſixth the ſame. J 
And the ſame on the ſeventh. | > in ti 
On the eighth I forbore the powder, and then I had A 
not that moiſt ſweat which was obſcrvable the forego- | nefit 
ing days. gar 
On the ninth I again took twenty grains of this pow- T 
der; and the ſame day I was in a continual moiſt ſweat. at ni 
The caſe was the fame on the eleventh, n and ſion 
thirteenth. 3 
The fourteenth I took none, and then the very ſame ¶ hadr 
thing happened, as I obſerved on the eighth and ninth. Th 
From all this I could therefore infer, the p. 
Firſt, That this powder promotes perſpiration and gain! 
ſweat. Fi. 
Secondly, That as it cauſed no diſorder in me, it On 
may be ſafely exhibited to patients, beginning firſt with this p« 
a ſmall doſe. jy nt 


Thirdly, That it ſuits in diſeaſes in which the peccant The 
matter may be expelled by the ſudoriferous pores, or | Eve 
emunttories. £ as alſo 

At. | 
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At the time that I was taken up with theſe thoughts, 
L met with the following caſe among my patients. 
C & 42:6 


N A Man, of about thirty, was taken in the month of 


October 1761, with a tertian ague. 
After being cured of it, he continued in a tolerable 


ſtate of health. 


But in the month of November he was , taken with an 
exquiſite pain, which ſettled with ſuch violence in all 
his right ſide, that the patient could move neither hand 
nor foot; his appetite was quite gone, and his nights 
were reſtleſs. 

For four months together remedies of all kinds, both 
the more gentle and ſtrong, internal and external, were 
applied, but without any good effect, the diſeaſe was 
rather exaſperated, andthe patient obliged to keep his bed. 

The pains were at times ſo exquilite as to force from 
him plentiful tears, and ſet him crying and wailing like 
a perſon on the rack. 

He, moreover, complained of the moſt violent pains 
in the bones and tendinous parts. 

As therefore the medicines exhibited were of no be- 
nefit, I gave the powder above deſcribed, of white ſu- 
gar and extract of Blue Monkſboog, 

The doſe was ten grains in the morning, and as many 
at night, drinking upon them either broth or any infu- 
hon whatever. 

The firſt night the patient ſweated plentifully, which ; 


had not been the caſe before. 


The following day I exhibited the ſame doſe, and 
the pains became much milder; the Pen ſweated a- 
gain in the night. | 

| His ſweat was very fetid, nor was he weakened by it. 

On the third day I now gave him thrice ten * _ 
this powder. 

In the night he was again e to eee 0 

The ſame doſe was then continued till the twelfth. 

Every night his body was all over wet with ſweat, 
as alſo i in the BED if the own kept a- bed, | 


84 
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On the 6th day, he was now free of every pain, and 


could walk about, had an appetite, flepr ſound, bad a 
natural ſtool every day, his urine was more copious 
than uſual, with many flocks and mucous threads. a 

On the thirteenth, the patient, being extremely well, 
forbore the uſe of the powder for three days; but he 1 
found that his limbs grew languid, and that his pains 
recurred again a little. 1 

I therefore adviſed his taking, without intermiſſion, 
for three weeks longer, thirty grains of the powder * 
every day. 

He then exactly followed my advice, and the diſorder . 
was ſo far amended, that all his functions were reſtored, b 
and an univerlal waſte of the whole body was removed. 2 

For the two laſt weeks, in which the patient took the ti 


wder, no ſweat was obſervable. 
Nor did his pain return, after i the uſe of | 
the powder; and it is now four months ſince. :trald * 


E 1 
— _ A Man of twenty-ſeven was afflited for fix weeks 
with a moſt exquiſite ſciatick pain; at length a moſt ſy 
violent pain ſeized the right arm, to ſuch a goes as to 
make him cry.night and day. g 
Notwithſtanding the uſe both of externals and inter- gt 
nals, though they afforded relief at times, yet the diſor- 
If der continued the fame; the pains, after a ſhort and =. 
oY momentary interval, being directly again heightened, and 
tormenting the patient to a worſe degree than ever. th 
I therefore exhibited, morning and evening, twenty ab 
gms of the above powder. | ha 
The very firſt night, as by a charm, he ſlept inſenſi- 
ble of any pain. po 


Nor'did the pain return next day, but all his body, 

. eſpecially about the privy parts, had a very troubleſome 

2 itching, and ruddy puſtules, full of an dend humour, FOR 

| broke out all over him. | 

The patient grew well, had an appetite, his ſtrength pai 
encreaſed, with a continual breathing ſweat all over; 
but in the night his ſweat was not ſo copious, as in the 
preced ling patient. 3 After 


lapſe, though the inclemency of the air is exceſſive. 


A A Young man, of nineteen, laboured under a quartan 


his fever was heightened with new exacerbations. 


night. 
| times. 


pain; but at laſt he fell into a plentiful ſwear. 
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After giving the powder for a week in the ſame - _ 
doſe, he took a purge of five ounces of the laxative 
water of the Vienna Diſpenſatory, and one drachm of 
ſal polychreſt. 

He had then ſeven ſtools; the puſtules diſappeared; 
and the itching diminiſhed, with an increaſe of ſtrength. ' | 

He then uſed for four weeks lon ger the ſame powder, 
without obſerving any thing uncommon. 

Towards the end, he again took the purge deſcribed 
above, and then he was perfectly cured. 

It is now five months ſince, and he has had no re- 


Quere Whether this powder diſſolves the acrimony +. » | 
inherent jn the minute veſſels about the tendons and 
bones, which cauſes obſtructions in them, and the moſt 2 / | 
exquiſite pains in the joints? And whether, after ſolu-: bene | 
tion, it drives it out to'the ſurface of the body ? 


The two laſt caſes ſeem to ſhew it does, «Ge tr . te PE 
Cit ME | 


ague for three years. 

This fever was of ſo obſtinate a nature, as to yield to 
no medicine whatever. 

The Bark, given in large and continued doſes, miti- 
gated, indeed, the violence of the firs, but could not 
quite quell them. 

And as ſoon as the patient left off the uſe of the Bark, 


* His body turned meagre and cachectic, and during 
the fever an exquiſite racking g pain, and burning heat 
about the extremities, ſeized all his limbs, joints, and 


back-bone. 
I gave the patient in the morning ten grains of the 
powder with extract of Blue Wolfsbane, and as many at 
The firſt 42 he purged thrice, and the ſecond four 


The fit was far milder the third day, with 0 any 


| 
| 
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His ſtrength underwent no diminution thereby. 

On the third, fourth, and fifth days he ſtill purged 
ſeveral times without any abatement of ſtrength ; nay, 
he affirmed, he had relief by the purging. 

On the fixth a very gentle ſhivering, and a vague 
and ſhort heat, were only obſervable, and directly upon 
them came on a moſt profuſe ſweat. 

On the ſeventh his flux ceaſed, and he diſcharged 
conſiſtent fæces. 

Te ſame thing happened on the ninth, and then his 
apperite returned; his nights: grew calm, and his ſleep 


refreſnhed him. 


On the ninth a gentle ſweat only, and · a flying heat, 
pervaded all his limbs; in other reſpects he was well. 

After the, ninth no apparent evacuation was at all ob- 
ſervable, citlier by urine, itool, or ſwear. 

Ihe powder was ſtill continued to be given in the 
ſame doſe ſor three weeks longer, and in this time the 
patient was perfectly cured. 

And it is now two months ſince, and the fever has 
not yet returned, 

Blue Wolfsbane has therefore effected what neither the 
Bark nor any other remedy could. 


. 


A Young woman, of about twenty, had for five years 


a tumour, which really felt bony to the. touch, 

and occupied almoſt the 6 left ſide of her face. 
It is qui: te immoveable, and you would ſolemnly a- 
ver, that it was an excreſcence of the bones themſelves. 
Under the lower; jaw many of the glands alſo were 


ſweiled, and ſcirrhous. 


She could move her jaw but little, and that with 


very great difficulty ahd pain. 


The moſt powerful reſolvents, and mercurials, uſed 


both internally and externally, were fo far from miti- 
gating the diſorder, that they cauſed ſuch pain, as de- 
prived the patient of reſt. 


Hemlock giyen for ſeveral months together, and in 
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tumor is not only become ſofter, and moveable every 
way, but diminiſhed above half its bulk, and the mo- 
tion of the jaw is much freer. 

In the night at times this patient ſweats plentifully, 
and then ſhe feels herſelf relieved; in other reſpects no 
ſenſible evacuation is obſervable. 


Her appetite is good, her ſtrength entire, and her 


| leep ſound. | 
She has now a drachm and a half of the powder ad- 


miniſtred daily; ſcarce any diſorder is obſervable, and 
the tumour abates in ſize, 

As ſhe is coſtive, a purge of twenty grains of ſal po- 
lychreſt, and forty grains of powder of the root of ja- 
. is given evety other week. 


Cars V. 


| A Woman, of about forty, uſed Hemlock for ſeveral 


months together, for a very hard tumor of the ſize 


of a gooſe-egg, lodged under the right parotid ; ou. 3 


finding no relief therefrom, ſhe forbore its uſe, 

She was this winter taken with very violent atk 
tic pains, of ſo obſtinate a nature, that the patient could 
neither ſleep, nor at times ſwallow any food for pain: 


Nor did the medicines uſed prove of any ſervice. 


She had therefore recourſe again to me for my advice, 


And I directly adminiſtered the powder with extract 


of Blue Welfsbane; the doſe ten ny in the morn» 
ing, and as many at night. 
The firſt day ſhe purged eight times, and her pains 
directly ded, and on the fourth and fifth days ſhe 
could move all her limbs without pain, and found her- 
ſelf well. 


I ben I adviſed her to continue . the powder far 

| ſeveral weeks longer, to prevent the — of the ing 
in her limbs. 1 
She followed my advice, and 88880 that che third 2 
4 week | ; 


And now, ſince the patient has for three months uſed. 
the powder of extract of Blue Molfabane and ſugar, the 


— — — — 


— — 


46 O Monxsnood. 
week after, the tumor became unexpectedly ſmaller, ' 
more moveable, and ſoft. 

She now takes every day thirty grains of the powder, 
without any apparent evacuation all her pains are gone 


off, her body has recovered its ſtrength, and the tumor 
gradually abates. | 


nn. 

1 Experienced the very ſame effect in a young woman, 

of about twente, who, on account of ſcirrhous tu- 
mors in her neck, has for three months paſt, without 
any great effect, taken the Cicuta; by the uſe of this pow- 
der the tumors are leſſened and become moveable. 

And now that the ſecond month is drawing to a cloſe, 
only a few remains of them are left. 

Now for five weeks a whole drachm of this powder is 
adminiſterd every day; the patient has a good appe- 
, ite, ſleeps ſound, and is ſtrong. 


Hence it appears, that this powder i is no ways detri- 


mental, but rather is of very great ſervice, 


C4323 YI 


12 a young woman, twenty-two years old, I exhi- 
bited this powder for a tumor in the right iliac 
region. | 
I was willing firſt to try the Hemlock, but the conſti- 
tution of the patient could not bear it; ſhe was diſcom- 
poſed by it, and made to vomit. 


Of this powder ſhe took ten grains morning and 


evening. 

She had a ſtool] twice or thrice a-day. 

The patient had for half a year an averſion to fleſh, 
and no ſooner perceived the ſmell thereof than ſhe had a 
reaching. 

After taking this powder for three days, ſhe beau to 
long for fleſh, which ſhe ate and digeſted very well. 

On the third week the tumor became much leſs by 
the uſe of this powder, and a glutinous yellowiſn mat- 
ter plentifully flowed from the vagina of the uterus. 


After 


wh, 4 Moxxono06D” 37 — 74 
0 Alfter the ſecond month, the tumour has almoſt quit 
ſubſided : her appetite continues good, and her ſtrength 


is encreaſed, but a yellow thick matter continues plenti- 
c _ fully to diſtil from the uterus. 


l CAS RE VIII. 


| A Young g woman, of about thirty, for ſeveral years paſt 
felt in both her breaſts tubercles of different ſizes, 
which were moveable, and at times extremely painful; 
t but the pain went off of itſelf without any application. 
The patient neglected this diſorder, as being accuſtom- 
ed to other ailments. 

At length the tubercles encreaſed in bulk, and ran 
together in each breaſt into one hard lump, bigger than 
* a man's fiſt, and the pain was ſo extreme and inceſſant, 
that the patient was obliged to keep to her bed. 

The ſkin of each breaſt was here and there broken, 
"WM and all over livid; and then there was a diſcharge of an 

acrid, burning matter, corroding theneighbouring parts. 

The Hemlock being adminiſtred not only ſtopt the 

diſorder, but alſo healed the ulcers, and diffolved the 

. large tumor into ſmall tubercles, . above half of which 


C were made to vanith, and the pains were aſſuaged. 
This ſo quick and happy a change of the diſtemper 
[= happened in the ſpace of four weeks, 
| But afterwards the effect was no longer ſo apparent 
and quick. 
d Nay, this medicine, being continued for eight months, 


left — diſorder almoſt in the ſame condition. 
" But yet the patient would not forbear its uſe, pleaſed 


1, with the happy effect, which enſued for the firſt RG 

4 and which rendered the diſorder ſo mild, that ſhe could 
again go about her work. 

o Now again towards the Spring, ſhe was ſeized with a 
moſt violent cough, to a degree that it was neceſſary to 

y open a vein ſeveral times, and ſhe was obliged to k 

t- 2 bed. 9 N 


But by proper remedies her cough was again ſtopt G4 
er bum 
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5 t the tubercles in both breaſts began to be very pain: 


* 


ful, and ſmall ulcers broke out, which diſcharged an 


acrid humour. 
After taking, during the cough, ſeveral remedies, and 
now perceiving that ſhe contracted a loathing in ſwal- 


_ lowing them, I forbore giving any more of the Hemlock : 


I therefore adminiſtred the powder of ſugar, and extract 
of Blue Wolfsbane, which is pleaſant, and a ſmall doſe 


of it is ſufficient. 


It is now two months ſince ſhe took this powder, all 
the ulcers are now firmly cicatrized, and the pains en- 
tirely gone off; the ſcirrhous and painful tumors, which 
even after a long uſe of the Hemlock remained always in 
the ſame ſtate, are now leſſened to above half their bulk. 


She has recovered her ſtrength and her appetite; all 


her functions are vigorous; ſhe has a ſtool every day; 
but no apparent and conſtant evacuation was obſervable 
in the patient, during the uſe of this powder. 


an. 
A Woman, of forty-three years of age, was ſo af- 
flicted with a,moſt exquiſite pain in the right arm 
and foot, as to make her cry night and day. 

Nor could any opiate procure ſleep. 43 
I employed for a couple of weeks different medicines, 
yet the patient perceived ſcarce any relief ; her ſtrength 
was quite gone, and her body much extenuated. | 
Then I tried the powder of extract of Blue Wolfsbane, 


giving in the morningtwenty grains, and as many at night. 


She had ſeveral ſtools after it. 
Her pains became milder, and the ſecond night the 


patient ſlept ſound for three hours. 


The ſame powder was continued, exhibiting thrice 
a-day twenty grains. | : 

Gn the fixth day, broad, ruddy, itching puſtules broke 

out all over her body, and then almoſt all her pain ceaſed, 

The ſame powder was ſtill taken for three days longer, 

at length a purge was adminiſtred, of ſix ounces of the 

laxative water of the Vienna Diſpenſatory, and one 


Hrachm of ſal polychreſt, 
225 This 


alſo Denied to recover ſome uſe of his mda. "RE IS 
In two weeks more the ſwelling of the joints was 


without crutches, could cleach his left hand pretty firm, 
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© This purge worked twelve times with much eaſe, and 


* from this time forward the patient was fenſible of no 


pain, and can now freely move her arm and foot, which 


before the uſe of the powder ſhg could not do. 


CAS E X. 


E had a man in our hoſpital of about thirty, who 
was laid up for upwards of nine months with a 

moſt ſevere fit of the gout. 
Remedies both internal and external, exhibliad i in 


large doſes, and for a long time, proved of no ſervice. 


All the joints of his body were ſwelled, and very 
painful; the patient could move neither hand nor foot, 
his nights were reſtleſs, -and without ſleep. 

Though ſeveral remedies, and thoſe the moſt uſeful] 
in other reſpects, were uſed for this patient, yet the diſ- 
eaſe underwent no manner of change, nay, ſome ſymp- 
toms ſeemed to be exaſperated. 

Neither did Hemlock, moſt carefully taken in a large 
doſe for upwards of a month and a half, afford any relief. 


In this moſt melancholy caſe, when no remedy. al- 


moſt, which could promiſe relief, remained untried, I 
begged of Dr, Colin, my very learned collegue, to pre- 
ſcribe the powder of the extract of blue Wolfjbane for 


this patient. 


In a few days after we were aſtoniſhed at its wonder- 
ful effect; not only all the pains were mitigated, but he 


much abated, his hands and fingers became more flexi- 
ble, and he could move them without any pain. 


After three weeks the patient, by the help of crutches, ; 
could now uſe his feet. 
| He ſlept found without any pain, had an appetite, 


his ſtrength was encreaſed, and he complained of no 
diſorder from the uſe of the powder, though he was 
often aſked about it. _ 

About the beginning of the ſecond month he walked 


* 
4 


—— 
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but not his right, becauſe tue wriſt of that hand was 
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ſtill ſwelled. 

At the end of the ſecond month he moved all his 
limbs pretty freely, was free from all pain, and all the 


joints almoſt were of their natural ſize and flexibili 


Yet a greater ſenſibility was perceivable in thoſe parts, 
which were before ſtretched by the painful tumor, than 
is uſual in a ſound ſtate. 

After three months this man left the hoſpital e 
b recovered. \ 

How much pleaſure this experiment afforded the very 
learned Dr. Colin and myſelf, every honeſt perſon will 
eaſily judge. 

For after the uninterrupted efforts of nine months, 
and after every medicine proved ineffectual, the pow- 
der of extract of blue Wolfsbaxe alone happily ſaved 
and cured this miſerable Patient, whom we had already 
given over for loſt. 

For the firſt two ak the patient took fifteen grains 
of this powder in a morning, and as many at night. 

The third week he took fifteen grains thrice a day; 
in the beginning of the ſecond month the ſame doſe was 
exhibited four times; nor was there any occaſion to aug- 
ment it, as the deſired effect was obtained by it.” 

During the uſe of the powder, a purge was three 
times adminiſtred, which always moved his belly ſeve- 
ral times with much eaſe. 


CSS a. 


A Woman of forty years laboured under a violent 


pain of all her limbs and joints. 

The pain was at firſt wandering, then fixed in one or 
other joint, at length moved again over all her limbs, 
and theri almoſt quite diſappeared for ſome days. 

Extremely hard nodes and zophi were gradually form- 
ed! in the joints of the hands and fingers. 

Buy which means ſhe was now for a whole year depri- 


ved of health. 


It is now three months ſince the pains have fixed and 
ſettled in her hands and feet, with ſuch violence, that 
& . 2 
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ſhe could neither ſtand on her feet, nor move her hands, 


_ without the greateſt pain; to bend her fingers was hae 


ſhe could not poſſibly do. 

For beſides, that the moſt acute pains W this, 
there were formed zophi on the joints, like ſo many real 
exoltoſes, ſurpaſſing a large walnut in ſize, and not bear- 
ing to be touched, becauſe of the pain; her nights there- 
fore were alſo reſtleſs. - 

In this condition ſhe was brought to our hoſpital. 

As all this time ſhe had taken various remedies with- 
out any effect, the-yery ſkilful Dr. Colin thought adviſe- 
able to give her directly the powder of extract of Blue 
Wolfsbane. 

In three or four days we, with the higheſt pleafure, ö 
ſaw the pain go quite off in ſome parts, and in others to 
abate ſo much, that her nights were eaſy, and meds. 
petite, which was altogether gone, returned. 

a The ſecond week ſhe moved more freely her feet and 
ands, 

About the end of the. firſt month almoſt all che pain 
in her hands diſappeared, the /oph; were become leſs, 
could bear a rougher touch, and now the could bend the 

of her hands. = 

The powder cauſed no manifeſt evacuation either by 


My by urine, or the emunctories of the ſkin ;* the pa- 


tient, who was before moroſe and weakly, became now 
morechearful, ſat up in bed, and ſpoke to thoſe about her; 

After the ſecond month the had. not the leaſt pain in 
her hands, ſome of the :ophi were now quite vaniſhed, 
and ſome again ſo ſmall and ſole as not to retain athird 
of their former bulk. 

The patient could bos clench ber fits; and her 
ſtrength increaſed daily. +++ 


uſe of the powder, the tepbi are almoſt daily decreaſing,” 
and the pains gone off in all her limbs and joints. 
After the third month, being cured by the uſe of chis 
powder alone, Res WE An 
G * * TR | 


And now for the third month that the continues the ; 
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CASE XII. 


A Maid ſervant, about twenty, had the venereal di- 


emper to a high degree. 
Several tophi broke out in her head, exceeding a hen's 


egg in bigneſs. 


The ſubmaxillary olands and the parotids were ſwell- 


ed and concreted to a huge ſize, and felt really boy to 
the touch. 


So great a pain ſeized thoſe ſwelled and indutited | 


parts, and all the joints and limbs of her body, that 


| ſhe could neither eat, lie ſtill, much leſs ſleep; her 


ſwallowing was become difficult, and chewing impoſ- 
ſible. 


In fine, her life was in the higheſt danger when ſhe 
was carried to our hoſpital. 

Upon duly examining the caſe, and comparing all 
the ſymptoms, Dr. Colin and I durſt not venture upon 


mercurials; a ſpeedy change for the better was requiſite, 


leſt from the too great pain, or want of ſleep, nouriſh- 
ment, and ſtrength, the patient ſhould go o 
After having ſeen the extraordinary effects of the 
powder of extract of Blue Wolfshane,. and being con- 
vinced, from repeated experience, that it might be exhi- 
bited to patients without any danger, we Oy pro- 
ceeded to the uſe of it. 

On the ſecond and third days the pains were now be- 


- come milder; then ſhe ſlept, and her appetite and ſwal- 


lowing were far better and freer. 

The powder opened her body ſeveral times a-day, 
and the perſpiration. of the whole body was increaſed. 

In a month's time not only all the tibi were dimi- 
niſhed, but the hard ſwelling of the ſubmaxillary glands 
and of the parotids was much ſoftened; about which we 


had ſome doubt at firſt: for theſe tumors had a bony 
conſiſtence not only to the touch, but alſo by their 


ſound when Nightly ſtruck upon. 
All pain was gone, her ſtrength daily increaſed, ſhe 


Nlept ſound, had an appetite, and * could now chew 


wjthout any 2 
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In the ſecond month, the tonbus in the middle of the 
as froniis broke, and diſcharged much thorous DW 
mixed with blood. 4 

Scarce any thing was to be ſeen of the other tophi, 


nor were they even perceivable to the touch. 


About the beginning of the third month, all hardneſs 


of the glands was now diſſolved, ſtrength returned, and 


2 the functions ſeemed to be reſtored to their natural 
te. 


A few remains, which are now ill oblrrabla i 
the cheeks, are daily decreaſing, ſo that the patient will 
now in a ſhort time be entirely relieved from her miſery. 


The ulcer, ariſen from the breaking of the topbus in 
the os frontis, which was. at firſt foul, " had parched 
or ſhrivelled lips, of a malignant nature, was, upon ap- 
plying lint-pledgets,, dipt in an. infuſion of the Cicuta, 


filled with a very laudable fleſh, any the cicatrix proved | 
good and firm. 


Cas: XIII. 


4 Man, of about forty, who laboured under a true 
anchylofis of the Joint of the left elbow, came to our 


hoſ pital for cure. 


The; Joint was now for ſeveral months extraordinarily 


ſwelled, and very painful. | 
A variety both . external and internal remedies, ap- 


plied for a long time, cauſed no alteration; nay, ſome 
of them gave riſe to great pain. 


A trial was made of the powder of extract of Blue 
Walfjbane, and in a month and a half the tumor diſap- 
and the Ou recovered its. 


5 


nine, ο SY XIV. 


Wtdan. thirty. four years old, had for four onths 
exquiſite pains in her right leg and foot. 


There was no ſwelling obſervable, and the be thin was 5 


of i its z naryral colour. 7 
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Remedies of various kinds, both internal. and external, 


were of no benefit, and the patient was obliged to keep 
her bed, and unable to ſleep for pain. 


"Rot the powder of — of Blue Wolfbane, being ad- 


miniſtred, directly-allayed the pain, brought on ſleep, 
and in three weeks ly cured the patient. 
From the experiments or caſes related, it evidently 
follows, that extract of Blue Wolf5bane is an innocent, 
and very efficacious medicine. 
Given in a ſmall doſe, it ſometimes performs, what 


the moſt powerful medicines, exhibited m a larger _ 


and for a long time, cannot effect. 

The acrimony, hic lodges about the joints, te 
and bones, which irritates the nerves, and cauſes the _ 
acute pains," is thereby diflolved, put into motion, and 
carried off either 6 by urine, ſivol, Fear, or inſenſible per- 
ſpiration. - 

-It ſoftens em tumors, tophi, and nodes, and 
fometimes. entirely diſcuſſes them. . . 

It allays and removes the moſt exquiſite pains of the 
Joints, and parts that are indurared. 


It ſometimes cleanſes, and firmly cicatrizes ulcers, 


which yield to no, other remedies. 

In ſome cafes Blue Wolſſbane exceeds the Hemlock: i in 
virtue and efficacy, and ſometimes cures diſeaſes, ih 
which the Hemlock does not agree, or has no virtue at all. 
. Yer however, Blur MWolſſbane is alſo ſometimes exhibited 
without any effect; and in that caſe the Hemlock often 

relieves and cures the diſeaſe. 


And hence it ever holds true of Hemlock, that it is 2 


hly powerful medicine in diſtempers that are the! moſt 


| big 
difficult to he cured. 


Since I publiſhed the Supplement concerning Hemleck, 


many new and fine experiments have been made by us 


with it. 
True, inveterate, painful ſchirri were diſcuſſed by 


other medicines. A ſchirrhus of a woman's 
big as — being eaten away by a cancerous ulcer 


the worlt ſort of ulcers cured, which 1 Bal 


— RT wo 50 


RR 


a 


Is 
n 
2s 
er 
of 


O MonxsnrooD. , * 
of the worſt kind, which continually ſpread itſelf in 
breadth and depth, was by the uſe of Hemlock turned to 

angrene, which ſpontaneouſly ſeparating dropt out of 
ſelf, and left a large pit, which by the continued inter- 
nal uſe of Hemlock, and applying externally a fomenta- 


tion of a decoRion of the Bark, came ſoon to be filled - 


up with a new and laudable fleſh, and at length to be fo 

neatly cicatrized, that the breaſt entirely recovered its 

natural ſize and figure. | 
Cancers of the worſt ſort in the tongue and throat 


have been entirely cured, and the moſt obſtinate, heu- 


matic, and arthritic pains aſſuaged by the Hemlock alone. 

- Chronical vomitings, which yield to no other remedy, 
have been perfectly removed thereby. 

The itch, and a malignant leproſy of the face, (after 
adminiſtring many medicines, and thoſe * moſt 2 
ful) were cured by the Hemlock. | 

Swelled, painful, and rigid joints, were in many pa- 
tients reſtored, by a fomentation of Hemlock, and by its 
internal uſe, to their natural and ſound ſtate. 

- Theſe caſes, beſides others highly worthy of notice, 
will be deſcribed by the very learned Dr. Colin. 

Theſe and other experiments made with the Hemlock, 
Thorn-apple, Henbane, and Blue Wolfsbane, were not 

ormed-in private, or in a corner, but in a publick 
hoſpital, where ſeveral very ſkilful Phyſicians and 
Surgeons ſaw the patients from firſt to laſt. 1 
ut above all we congratulate ourſelves, that the il- 

luſtrious Baron Van Swieter, (a moſt equitable judge of 
ſuch caſes) often reſorts to our hoſpital, and examines 
the patients, on whom ſuch experiments are made, and 
accurately obſerves the whole courſe both of the diſcaſe 
and cure; ſo that no doubt can remain about the truth 
of the fact, as he has thus with his own eyes ſeen ſeveral 

of rhe cures. 
We therefore reckon ourſelves highly obliged to him, | 
that he has vouchſafed to take this trouble; as his 
eſence never failed to be a new ſpur and incentive to 
us, ſtill to go on with, and complete farther experiments. 

REMARKS. 
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-HOEVER adminiſters to patients theſe reme- 
dies above deſcribed, let them always begin with 
the ſmalleft doſe, and then gradually encreaſe it. 

If the leaſt bad effect ſhould happen from the uſe of 
ſuch a remedy, it is directly to be laid aſide. 

But if nothing unfavourable happens, the doſe is to 
be encreaſed with a flow and prudent hand, till the de- 
ſired effect is obſerved ; and then there is no occaſion 
any further to encreaſe the doſe, as long as the ſame 
effect continues. 

If any one has the practice and experience of any 


other remedy, which reſembles mine in efficacy, or is 


ſtill more efficacious and aan 1 beg he would rather 
make uſe of that. 


But if no ſuch remedy is extant, it is at every one's 


option to give, or forbear giving, ſome one of mine, and 
thus leave the patient to his fate. 


No conſtraint is put on any one, AF let each one 
look to it, what his conſcience may ſuggeſt, and * 
the love he owes to his neighbour may enjoin. 

I haye ſhewn in what manner Roſe remedies may be 


ſafely exhibited to patients. 


From the experiments, or caſes, it appears, in What 
diſtempers they may ſeem to be of ſervice. _ 
his is fully ſufficient, and farther care and applica- 
tion will furniſh more, | 
The very learned Mex. n Phyſician to 87. 
Mark's Hoſpital, has already tried theſe my remedies. 


on ſeveral patients, without ever obſerving any un- 


lucky accident from them, but rather extraordinary 
effects; and as he has collected ſeveral experiments or 


. he will not fail faithfully to deſcribe the 


m. 
The illuſtrious Leb macher has ſeen the good eff ffects of 


my 


an intermitting fever, and a moſt inveterate Gonorrbed, 
after having for a long time uſed all other remedies to 
no purpoſe. 

George Haſenobrl, a very in genious Phy ſician in the 
Spaniſh hoſpital, gave his mad patients extract of Thorn- 
Apple, which given to half a drachm, and even a whole 
drachm, in the ſpace of twenty-four hours, never proved 
prejudicial, but was obſerved to produce great alterations 
for the better, 

But whether they will prove conſtant, time alone will 
ſew. 


I have, however, laid out a field, which we are to "Ig 


bour and cultivate, in order to leſſen, alleviate, and cure 


the diſtempers, calamities, and racking tortures of pa- 
tients. 

I therefore, in the moſt courteous manner, beg of all 
good Phyſicians, that, with united efforts, they would 
pleaſe to concur with my endeavours, and promote a 
work, which, it ſhould ſeem, will prove ſo ſalutary to 
the diſorders of mankind. 

And though the preſent age may perhaps, with a 8 


percilious eye, view theſe our labours, Tet this on no ac- 


count diſcourage us; hereafter will ariſe thoſe who will 


paſs a more equitable judgement, _ return us * 
thanks we have a right to. 
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